CHAPTER  X
The Far East
The Amur-Ussuri Basin
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
THE Amur-Ussuri  basin  may  be  divided  into   two main
regions, known as the Pre-Amur and Primorye regions.
The Pre-Amur Region
This region extends from the Bureya Mountains in the east
to the junction of the Shilka and Argun rivers in the west.
To the north are the parallel Tukuringra, Dzhagdi, and
Stanovoi Ranges. The Amur forms the southern boundary
and also the Soviet frontier. Within these boundaries lies
the Zeya-Bureya Plateau, cut by the Zeya and Bureya
rivers, which flow in a south-westerly direction to the lowland
of the Amur valley. These two rivers have cut deep into
the plateau, and in their course towards the Amur have a
considerable fall, so that the current is fairly swift.
The Primorye Region
Primorye is a region occupying the basin of the Amur
below its junction with the Sungari tributary. The Ussuri
valley and the Amur valley together form a long strip of
lowland extending from Lake Hanka in the south to the
mouth of the Amur in the north. South of Lake Hanka it is
continued in the Prikhana Lowland in the Vladivostock
district. To the east of this depression the Sikhote Alin Range
rises with gentle slopes. But on the Pacific side of the range
the mountains fall steeply down to the coast. The streams
are short and swift, while the coast itself is generally rocky
and steep, with few bays or natural harbours. The Sikhote
Alin and the coast may be included in this region, although
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